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Biopsy proven
NSCLC or suspicious

pulmonary nodule

Integrated PET/CT with
reported maxSUV of the

T (lung mass) and all suspicious
N (nodal) and M (metastatic) sites

MaxSUV>10 and/or suspected N2
disease or large central mass

MaxSUV<10 and all N2,
M1 sites negative

Any maxSUV, mass requires
pneumonectomy, patient cannot

tolerate pneumonectomy

Mediastinoscopy (to biopsy LN #2, 4, 7)
EUS-FNA (to biopsy LN #7, 8, 9)

Pulmonary resection in appropriate patient

Pulmonary resection
in appropriate patient

Pre-operative chemotherapy
or chemo-radiotherapy

If chemo-radiotherapy, complete 
chemotherapy course and 66 Gy

If chemotherapy only,
administer 1-2 cycles

Repeat PET/CT at same place as initial scan
to evaluate response to therapy.

Calculate change maxSUV in T and N.

Repeat PET/CT at same place as initial scan
to evaluate response to therapy.

Calculate change maxSUV in T and N.

Second line
chemotherapy regimen

Pulmonary resection (if down-staged)
in appropriate surgical candidates

Increase in maxSUV of
N2 or new M disease

Decrease in maxSUV
of T and N

No change or increase in maxSUVDecrease in maxSUV

N2 negative N2 positive

Wait 4 weeks after last
dose radiation

Finish current
chemotherapy cycles




