
SOLITARY PULMONARY NODULE ALGORITHM

Reduced likelihood of 
malignancy; continue to
monitor if the patient 

has a high pre-test 
probability of cancer

PET/CT
for characterization 

of an SPN

Increased likelihood of
malignancy; biopsy may

be warranted

Repeat PET/CT to 
compare size and 

SUV measurements
after 90 days

If PET/CT is 
negative &

nodule measures
less than 1cm

If PET/CT is 
negative & 

nodule measures
greater than 1cm

If PET/CT is 
positive

If the biopsy is positive,
proceed to lung cancer

algorithm

* PET/CT results should be interpreted in the clinical context of the individual patient.


